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Wild Stroud Creating Urban Corridors 
 
Wild Stroud is delighted to be working with the National Trust on their Stroud Landscape Project.  Both the 
National Trust and Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust are doing amazing work looking after many of our nature 
reserves around Stroud.  In the Stroud Landscape Project, the NT has been working with local farmers to 
regenerate and create more calcareous meadows and expanding the habitat that has been lost over the last 
25 years.  With the successful reintroduction of the Large Blue on Rodborough Common, we see the 
importance of creating corridors to link the habitats and allow the populations to move as they once would 
have been able to.  Whilst the Large Blue habitat requirements are complex, if we don’t provide corridors of 
food supply, they will not be able to move if the food supplies are inadequate in their current location.  
Development has isolated some of these areas through the Stroud urban area and the National Trust is 
setting out to create links and corridors.   
 
Although Stroud has some fantastic wildlife areas, we are setting out to encourage more people to plant 
specific plants to help create this.  We are looking at seasons and types of food.  For example, Wild Marjoram 
is one of the sources of food used extensively by bees and butterflies.  It grows in many of our commons and 
nature reserves and its season is quite extensive, from July - August.  The question we are exploring is: If 
enough connected households planted a square metre of wild marjoram in their garden could we start to 
create that corridor?   We know that not everyone likes wild marjoram so therefore it is important to have 
a range of plants which people can choose from 
 
The information in this document is predominantly lifted from Emorsgate Seeds website.  
www.wildseed.co.uk We make no apology for this.  They provide useful information about each plant which 
will help you decide if this is one for your garden or space.  We have included a link to each species on their 
website.  They harvest and sell the seeds, and you can see where the seed came from.  You will be able to 
find others who also sell the seed through a web search.  We reference a few at the end of this document. 
 
We are hoping to also get some seed through the National Trust and their Stroud Landscape Project.  This 
booklet provides information about the species. For more information on the project follow this link to the 
National Trust Project. 
 
The first eight are considered our key species.  They could be grown in patches or tubs in almost any 
garden.  The rest are plants that could be grown if you have room for a wilder selection in your garden.  Be 
warned that some of these are invasive and that to maintain a balance you will need to manage them.  This 
is done naturally in the wild through the fertility of the soil and grazing or cutting. 
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Primula veris – Cowslip April/Early May 

 

A very familiar spring flower with a rosette 
of wrinkled, toothed leaves from which 
arises one or more flowering stems. The 
flowers, which are deep yellow with an 
orange base, are arranged in an umbel that 
often droops to one side. Flowering occurs 
throughout April and May. The seed 
develops in fruit hidden by the sepals and 
takes an unusually long time to ripen, not 
being shed until July. Cowslip can be 
confused with False oxlip and the much 
rarer Oxlip but their flowers are paler, larger 
and more spreading (see photos of Oxlip). 

Habitat Information 
Characteristic of short species-rich grasslands, Cowslip occurs on a range of calcareous and 
occasionally dry, non-calcareous soils but thrives best in moist, free-draining sites. The species 
is intolerant of waterlogged soils and is only rarely found in the shaded habitat. Cowslip 
produces reasonable quantities of seed and in disturbed areas, it may establish itself to form 
extensive populations. Vegetative replication occurs infrequently through branching rhizomes. 
Although slow, this may be the main means of regeneration in mature, stable communities. 
Cowslip is pollinated by long-tongued bees, butterflies, moths and bee flies. 

 
Growing Information 
Cowslip seed needs a period of chilling to break dormancy - it, therefore, needs to be sown in 
late summer or autumn. Germination will take place the following spring 
 

Wild Stroud Experience 

If cowslips like your garden, then they will happily colonise over a few years.  They are often 
found in lawns and therefore it would be important not to mow until the seed is set if you 
want more or the flowering has finished.  Try a few plug plants in a bed or scatter some seed 
on open soil in the autumn and watch what happens.  

https://wildseed.co.uk/species/view/106 
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Myosotis arvensis – Field Forget-Me-Not 

 

Unmistakably a forget-me-not the Field 
forget-me-not is a short annual with a 
curved cyme of small, blue-grey flowers 
sometimes interspersed with the occasional 
pink flower. Flowering occurs from April to 
October. 

 

Habitat Information 
Field forget-me-not is a wintergreen annual or occasional biennial introduced into Britain in 
ancient times and now found in cultivated fields and other open or disturbed ground. 
Although found on a wide range of soils it grows particularly well on shallow calcareous and 
dry sandy soils. 
 
Growing Information 
The seed is best sown in the autumn. 

 

 Wild Stroud Experience 

We’ve not tried the wild version of forget-me-not but have a naturalized version that self-
seeds easily.  These plants go black and mouldy at the end of flowering and can be pulled out 
as they are biennials.  If you can leave a few for the seeds they will happily spread around 
your garden.  Young plants may well flower at the end of the summer. 

https://wildseed.co.uk/species/view/91 
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Wild Thyme - Thymus polytrichus -May - September 

 

Wild thyme is by far the most widespread and 
abundant of the thyme species. Walk across a 
chalk grassland in summer and its fragrance will 
punctuate the warm air around you - a delightful, 
sensory experience. Often forming mats low to the 
ground, it can also be found growing in short-
turfed pastures and meadows, and on cliffs, walls 
and rocky places. A perennial plant, it flowers from 
June to September. 

 

 Wild Stroud Experience 

Our thyme plants hum through the summer as the bees gather nectar and pollen.  We find by 
cutting the flowers as soon as they are over we often get a second flowering.  You can you 
wild thyme as a culinary plant.  If you don’t have wild thyme then growing different varieties 
is still a good idea. 

Not available on Emorsgate seeds but from https://www.naturescape.co.uk/ as seeds or plugs 
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Scabiosa columbaria -Small Scabious - July/August 

 

Small scabious is an attractive native perennial 
growing to 70cm and with a large, pale blue flower 
head. It can be confused with Field scabious, but it 
is shorter, more slender and less hairy. Also, the 
individual flowers that make up the flower head 
have five, not four petal-lobes. Small scabious 
flowers from June to October. 

 

Habitat Information 
Small scabious is a wintergreen perennial of dry, relatively infertile, calcareous soils. 
Habitats include meadows and pastures (particularly sheep grazed downland), 
embankments and slopes, verges and, more rarely, chalk pits and limestone quarries. It is 
found in sites where the sward is short and open either as a result of drought stress or 
disturbance (light gazing, cutting or burning for example). It continues growing further into 
summer than many species as its deep tap root allows it to exploit groundwater 
unavailable to them. However, because of its relatively low stature and limited ability to 
spread by vegetative means, it cannot survive in tall or productive grassland. 
Small scabious is pollinated by a wide range of insects especially bumblebees or 
butterflies. 

 

Wild Stroud Experience  
 
In many of our gardens, the soil is too rich for this plant.  We’re going to try putting some 
plug plants into existing wildflower areas.  It is a real insect magnet and is more compact 
than field scabious.  Cultivated scabious plants are available and may be attractive to some 
insects 
 Source:  https://wildseed.co.uk/species/view/123#order 
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Betonica officinalis - (Stachys officinalis) – Betony 

 

Betony is a medium height, slightly hairy 
grassland perennial. As a member of the 
Dead-nettle family, it has a square stem and, 
in common with other Stachys, the flower 
consists of a hooded upper lip containing 
four stamens and a three-lobed lower lip. 
The flowers, which are present from June to 
October, are a bright purple-red or (as can 
be seen in the main photograph) 
occasionally white. The leaves have a 
distinctive blunt toothed shape. NB Until 
recently this species was known by the old 
botanical name of Stachys Officinalis. 

Habitat Information 
A long-lived, slow-growing and rosette-forming perennial most often found in short turf on 
infertile soils. On grasslands that are uncut or not grazed, it eventually loses out to tall, more 
dominant, species. Betony prefers damp but not waterlogged sites and although it can be 
found in slightly calcareous situations it has a definite preference for weakly acidic soils. 
Habitats include meadows, lightly grazed pasture, hedgebanks and open woodland. It spreads 
through seed dropped late in the season and by the slow but steady vegetative spread. Found 
throughout England and Wales although less frequently in East Anglia and rare in Scotland 
and Ireland. 
 
Growing Information 
Sow in late summer or autumn as the seed requires a period of chilling to break dormancy. 

 

Wild Stroud Experience – this one is new to us and we have not tried to include it in our 
wildflower areas yet. 
 https://wildseed.co.uk/species/view/132 
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Trifolium pratense – Wild Red Clover - Summer into autumn 

 

Red clover is the familiar pink or purple-pink 
flowered perennial clover of grassland and 
waysides. Its large darkish green trefoil 
leaves often have a distinct whitish crescent 
on each leaflet. Native wild forms of red 
clover (var. pratense), especially those 
originating from old meadows (like our 
stocks), are more compact and long-lived 
compared to robust erect agricultural 
fodder varieties of red clover (var. sativum). 

 

Habitat Information 
As a wild plant red clover is a long-lived perennial of hay meadows and other semi-natural 
grasslands. It is common on all but the most acidic, waterlogged, or infertile sites but prefers 
well-drained, damp and slightly acid soils. It cannot tolerate high inputs of nitrogen (either in 
the form of fertiliser or manure) and is sensitive to overgrazing. Red clover is an important 
nectar and pollen source for several species of bumblebee. 
 
Growing Information 
Red clover can be sown at any time of the year when soil and weather conditions are suitable. 
When sowing red clover as a component of a meadow mixture onto bare soil we recommend 
that it constitutes no more than 1% by weight of the total seed mix as red clover has the 
potential to rapidly colonise and cover open ground. This initial boom in its growth can be 
quite lush and dominant, particularly on soils that are low in nitrogen but have good available 
phosphate levels.  This boom phase is usually transient: with good management (cutting and 
removing surplus growth), a better balance with other grasses and wildflowers can be 
restored over time. 
Wild red clover sown into gaps in existing vegetation or established sown meadows is much 
less likely to dominate as its competitive ability is moderated by already well established 
mature grass plants. 

 

 Wild Stroud Experience 

It can be difficult to identify which clover species you have.  All clover seems to attract 
insects, particularly pollinators.  We’re trialling a range of clovers including crimson to see 
how well they germinate and how they might contribute to a lower growing pollinator patch 

https://wildseed.co.uk/species/view/146 
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Origanum vulgare – Wild Marjoram - July August 

 

Wild marjoram is a British native perennial 
growing to about 60cm. The dark purple 
buds at the top of the stem open to show 
purple, pink or occasionally white bunches 
of thyme like flowers. The leaves are long, 
oval and usually slightly toothed and are 
sweetly scented. Our native plant is the 
same species as the Mediterranean herb 
known as oregano but because it grows in a 
cooler climate it has a less intense and less 
earthy smell. 

 

Habitat Information 
Wild marjoram is a tall herbaceous perennial native of dry, infertile and usually calcareous soils. 
Habitats include grasslands, hedgebanks, road verges and scrub but not pasture as it is 
vulnerable to grazing. Wild marjoram has limited means of vegetative spread and is strongly 
reliant upon seed for reproduction; as a consequence, it can be lost from non-disturbed sites 
where taller, more vigorous species can grow. However, the plant produces large amounts of 
seed which remains dormant in the soil allowing it to reappear following fire or physical 
disturbance. It is also a ready coloniser of bare or sparsely vegetated ground such as quarries. 
The long roots with numerous root hairs allow Wild marjoram plants to exploit subsoil water in 
periods of drought. 
The flowers of Wild marjoram are particularly attractive to butterflies. 

Growing Information 
Seed can be sown at any time of the year but the best results are probably achieved from an 
autumn sowing. 

 

Wild Stroud Experience 

Wild Marjoram is doing well in our gardens.  It took a while to establish but now seems very 
happy especially in clumps and not surrounded by other high growing plants.  Once established it 
can be divided to help build a larger clump.  Loved by pollinators. 

https://wildseed.co.uk/species/view/98 
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Lotus corniculatus – Birdsfoot Trefoil - May June July 

 

The common name of this familiar plant is a 
useful guide to its identification. Birdsfoot 
refers to the radiating seed pods that are 
said to look like bird’s feet whilst trefoil 
describes the leaf which is divided into three 
leaflets. Its other name of Eggs and Bacon is 
also descriptive as the mature flower is 
usually the colour of egg yolk whilst the bud 
is often red. Birdsfoot trefoil can be 
distinguished from the other common Lotus, 
Greater birdsfoot trefoil, in having a smaller 
stature, lighter green foliage and a solid 
stem. 

 

Habitat Information 
Birdsfoot trefoil may be the commonest legume of unproductive grasslands in the British Isles 
and is probably the most ecologically wide-ranging, being absent only from damp sites and 
very acid or very infertile soils. It is, however, intolerant of high nitrogen levels and is easily 
lost when grasslands are 'improved'. Birdsfoot trefoil is a long-lived perennial and is suitable 
for both meadows and, because of its tolerance of cutting or grazing, flowery lawns. It is 
mainly pollinated by bees and is the larval food plant for several moth species including both 
six and five-spot burnet and the common blue butterfly. 

 
Growing Information 
Establishes relatively easily from seed sown any time of the year. If it is important to have the 
maximum germination rate in the shortest period, you could try light scarification or soaking 
the seed overnight before sowing. 

 

Wild Stroud Experience 

It’s pretty and flowers for a long time.  Be aware there are two different native varieties, we 
recommend this variety for gardens as it is lower growing.  You will see it on most of our 
commons along with Yellow Rattle, Salad Burnett, wild rock roses. 

https://wildseed.co.uk/species/view/79 
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All the plants in this next section are considered important by the National Trust but either harder to grow 
in our gardens as the soil is often too rich or more appropriate for those with a larger area they would like 
as a wildflower area. 
 

Hippocrepis comosa – Horseshoe Vetch - May Early June 

 

Horseshoe vetch is a low, spreading 
grassland perennial. It is one of several low, 
yellow-flowered members of the pea family 
found in Britain, most have their leaves 
divided into three leaflets but in this species, 
the long narrow leaves are made up of 4-5 
pairs of leaflets ending with a single leaflet. 
The highly scented flowers, which are in 
bloom throughout May and early June, are 
followed by the seed pods which, when ripe, 
curl into a series of U shapes a little like a 
string of horseshoes. 

 

Habitat Information 
Horseshoe vetch is a long-lived native perennial of dry chalk and limestone soils. It can be 
found on downland, on rock ledges and limestone cliffs. It is particularly good at colonizing 
bare chalk areas such as new road cuttings and quarries.  
The flowers of horseshoe vetch are a valuable nectar source for a range of insects, particularly 
bees (including Osmia xanthomelana which is now on the verge of extinction in the UK), 
butterflies and moths. More importantly, it is the exclusive food plant of the caterpillars of the 
Chalkhill Blue and Adonis Blue Butterfly (both varieties exist in Stroud Valleys) and a major 
food plant for the Dingy Skipper caterpillar. These species can cope with the toxin 3-
nitropropionic acid (3NPA) found throughout the plant and which renders it inedible to almost 
all other creatures. 

 
Growing Information 
The seed of horseshoe vetch exhibits hard-coat dormancy and so may take some time to 
germinate. Light scarification could be helpful.  
Although a plant of dry habitats seedlings are prone to drought. The seed is therefore 
probably best to sow in the autumn. 

 

Wild Stroud Experience 

No experience of growing in gardens 

https://wildseed.co.uk/species/view/63 
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Knautia arvensis – Field Scabious – June - October 

 

A tall, hairy, grassland perennial with a flower-like 
head of blue-violet flowers with pink anthers. Each 
flower consists of four unequal petal lobes, 
particularly on the larger outer flowers. Field 
scabious could be confused with Small scabious or 
Devil’s-bit scabious, both also members of the 
teasel family. Small scabious as the name suggests 
is smaller, slimmer and less hairy and the flowers 
have five, not four petal lobes. Devil’s-bit scabious 
is best separated from the other two by its dark, 
un-toothed, broad-lanceolate leaves. Field 
scabious flowers from June to October. 

 

Habitat Information 
A native perennial herb of dry, well-drained calcareous and neutral grassland. It can be found on 
chalk and limestone meadow, rough pasture, hedgerows, verges and grassy waste ground. When 
in flower it attracts large numbers of bees, butterflies, moths and hoverflies. 

 

 Wild Stroud Experience.   

This plant grows tall.  It’s often included in wildflower mixes and if it likes your soil, it will do 
well.  It flowers for a long time.  It can be a little straggly and if in with other vigorous plants 
such as tall daisies and wild carrot it can get lost.   If you have a space for a wildflower 
meadow this is definitely one to have but it will benefit from cutting and managing the wild 
meadow. 

https://wildseed.co.uk/species/view/71 
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Centaurea scabiosa – GREATER KNAPWEED 

 

With its large, purple, thistle-like flower 
heads Greater knapweed looks a little like 
the rayed form of Common knapweed 
but with larger flower heads and different 
habitat requirements (for more 
information check out the Common 
knapweed page). Flowering occurs from 
July to September. 

 

Habitat Information 
Greater knapweed is a medium to tall native perennial found on a variety of grasslands on dry, 
calcareous soils. It is usually absent from intensely managed meadows and pastures and is most 
often associated with taller swards but can occasionally be found in scrubland, woodland edges, 
road verges and waste ground. 
In common with many members of the daisy family, greater knapweed is an important food 
source for a wide range of insects including bees and butterflies. The marbled white butterfly 
(Melanargia galathea) seems to be particularly attracted to it sometimes festooning the flower 
heads in large numbers. 
 
Growing Information 
Grows readily from seed sown at any time of the year. 

Wild Stroud Experience 

Similar experience as with the Field Scabious.  This plant grows tall.  It’s often included in 
wildflower mixes and if it likes your soil, it will do well.  It flowers for a long time.  It can be a little 
straggly and if in with other vigorous plants such as tall daisies and wild carrot it can get lost.   If 
you have a space for a wildflower meadow this is definitely one to have but it will benefit from 
cutting and managing the wild meadow. 

https://wildseed.co.uk/species/view/33 
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Anthyllis vulneraria – Kidney Vetch  - May June 

 

A short to medium height plant this 
perennial vetch is characterised by its silky 
pinnate leaves and flower head crowded 
with many small flowers each with a woolly 
calyx. Kidney vetch flowers can vary from 
very pale yellow through to orange and 
occasionally crimson but our plants are a 
typical mid yellow. Flowering occurs from 
June to September. 

Habitat Information 
Kidney vetch is found on free-draining calcareous soils on chalk and limestone grasslands, rocky 
outcrops and near the sea on shingle and dunes. About five subspecies occur in the British 
Isles, three of which are native and the other two are recent introductions. The native 
population appears relatively stable. 

Kidney vetch provides food for several beetle and moth larvae but, most importantly, is the 
sole food plant for the caterpillars of the small blue butterfly. The flowers also provide nectar 
and pollen for beetles and bees. 

Growing Information 
Kidney vetch is best sown in the autumn and in common with many legumes the speed of 
germination is improved by scarifying the seed. Given a bare, infertile site Kidney vetch can 
become the dominant pioneering plant before giving way to other species as the site matures. 
If you sow a mix containing Kidney vetch it might take over for the first two years or so; 
however, this is normally a temporary phase and rarely affects the establishment of other 
species.  Kidney vetch is a short-lived perennial and propagates almost entirely by seed; it is, 
therefore, important to have some disturbance to the soil if the plant is to persist. This can 
often happen in the process of cutting a meadow and removing the hay but if you find the 
species continues to decline it is worth giving the sward a bit of a harrow after the hay cut. 

Wild Stroud Experience 

We’ve found this a difficult one to grow, possibly due to the richness of the soil.  However, if 
we could get this growing and spread through our gardens it would be good as it is the sole 
food of the Small Blue Butterfly which is found in my of our nature reserves and therefore 
would be good to have in the corridor mix 

https://wildseed.co.uk/species/view/1 
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Eupatorium cannabinum – Hemp Agrimony - July - September 

 

Hemp agrimony is a tall and handsome 
perennial with a reddish stem, hemp like 
leaves and numerous tiny pink flowers 
massed together into a large flat-topped 
head. The flowers, which are out from July 
until September, are followed by five-sided 
seeds with a parachute of white hairs. 

 

Habitat Information 
Hemp agrimony is a herb of base-enriched soils in a wide range of damp or wet habitats 
including ponds and lakes, rivers and canals, fens, marshes, wet meadows and wet woodland. 
It can also occasionally be found in drier habitats including hedges and chalk banks. Few other 
native plants can be better at attracting butterflies than hemp agrimony. 
 
Growing Information 
Can be sown at any time of the year 

Wild Stroud Experience 
You need a good amount of space for this one.  It is prolific in our hedgerows and woodland 
edges.  Sheepscombe common has lots which is frequented by Peacock butterflies in May and in 
August.  A good plant if you have the space 
 
https://wildseed.co.uk/species/view/49 
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Dipsacus fullonum – Wild Teasel - August  

 

Teasel is a robust, tall biennial that can grow 
to 6 feet or more. All parts of the plant have 
spines - leaves, stalks and egg-shaped flower 
heads. The plant and seed heads persist into 
winter, providing a bit of structural interest 
in a wildlife area when other plants have 
died back. 

 

Habitat Information 
Teasels are common in rough grassland, wood margins, thickets and hedgerows, also on 
roadsides and waste ground over a very wide range of soil types. 
Teasel flowers are popular sources of pollen and nectar for bees and other insects. Teasel 
fruits prolifically, its persistent seed heads attract goldfinches. 
Growing information 
It is not universally liked by gardeners - one of our customers even complained about "these 
invading Triffids! " Because they seed freely they can spread, even into lawns. They are best 
planted in a corner where they can be contained. Cut back and remove plants that may cause 
trouble before the seed matures. Being biennial the plants only live a few years and will fade 
away if they are denied a chance to seed. 
Fuller's Teasel Dipsacus sativus is a cultivated form of wild teasel occasionally found as an 
escape from cultivation or as a birdseed alien on waste ground, railway sidings and tips. 
D. sativus was formerly cultivated for use in raising the nap of woollen cloth after fulling 
and is still grown for that purpose in Somerset (Green et al., 1997). It was first recorded 
from the wild in 1762. 
The shape of the head and straight spines distinguish it from wild teasel. 

 

 Wild Stroud Experience 

Fantastic plant for bees when flowering, great natural source of food for goldfinches and 
lovely structure but they self seed easily so you will need to be ruthless in spring and dig up 
many of the babies. 

https://wildseed.co.uk/species/view/46 
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Daucus carota – Wild Carrot  June - September-  

 

Wild carrot is a member of the family 
once named Umbelliferae - so called 
because their flowers are arranged into 
a flat umbrella-like head or umbel (the 
modern name of Apiaceae refers to the 
Greek for celery). Carrot can be 
identified from other common members 
of this family because the bracts fringing 
the umbel are three forked. Wild carrot 
flowers from June to September, most 
flowers being off white but quite often 
with a small central group or a single 
central flower of a dark red. Once 
flowered the umbel folds inward, clearly 
showing the forked bracts, and the 
developing head of seed becomes 
concave. The whole structure has a 
distinctive ‘bird’s nest’ appearance 
which can be present throughout winter. 

Habitat Information 
A tall biennial of fairly infertile, free draining and usually calcareous soils, the long stout taproot of 
Wild carrot allows it to exploit drier environments. It does not cope well with late summer cutting 
and the young shoots are vulnerable to grazing; consequently, it does best on short turf or open 
sites in ungrazed or lightly grazed pasture but can also be found in rough grassland, roadsides and 
wasteland. 
Regeneration is entirely by seed which, being flattened and ridged with spines, is dispersed locally 
by the wind and over greater distances by being caught in the fur of animals. Wild carrot is 
attractive to a wide variety of specialized pollen and nectar-feeding insects such as bees, 
hoverflies and beetles. 
Growing Information 
Seed dormancy is broken by a period of chilling therefore it is best sown in the autumn. 

 

 Wild Stroud Experience 

When in flower Wild Carrot is very pretty and attractive to insects.  Its seed heads are less pretty 
but a good source of winter food and shelter.  It spreads easily and can become dominant and 
therefore we cut off a lot of the seed heads to try and control the spread 

https://wildseed.co.uk/species/view/44 
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Achillea millefolium – Yarrow 

 

Yarrow is a winter-green aromatic herb with 
feathery, pinnate leaves and white flowers 
arranged in a many-flowered flat umbel like 
head. In most wild populations occasional 
pink-flowered individuals occur 

Habitat information 
Yarrow occurs across Britain in grassy, open habitats and on a wide range of soils. It can be 
found in both short swards and rough unmanaged grasslands such as road verged and will 
also tolerate light shade such as occurs in orchards and along hedgerows. 

 

Wild Stroud Experience 
 

Growing tips 
Yarrow germinates freely and can be sown at any time of year when conditions are suitable 
for growth. Can be quite competitive, producing luxuriant growth on deep fertile soil. 

https://wildseed.co.uk/species/view/1 
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Sourcing your seed 
It can be overwhelming searching the internet and choosing the supplier.  We found the range of seeds 
and the information on Emorsgate website the most useful, however, they are just seeds.  Naturescape 
offer seeds and some plug plants, but their range did not cover all our plants.  There are lots of other 
companies out there offering seed.  We caution against buying a ready-made mix as you will have 
significantly less control over what you get, and your area will change and migrate over the first few years 
as the plants settle in and the dominant species develop. 
 
 
Emorsgate Seeds website.  https://wildseed.co.uk 
 
https://www.naturescape.co.uk/ 
 
https://www.wildflowershop.co.uk/ 
 
The list of important plants for the Stroud Corridors 
 

• Cowslip/ primrose 
• Forget me not 
• Birds-foot Trefoil 
• Betony 
• Small scabious 
• Wild thyme 
• Wild Marjoram 
• Common knapweed 
• Greater knapweed 
• Horseshoe vetch (loves limestone soil) 
• Kidney vetch (also loves limestone soil) 
• Field scabious 
• Hemp agrimony 
• Teasel 
• Wild carrot 
• Yarrow 

 
 
 
 


